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Background 
The parishes of Chitterne, Orcheston, Shrewton and Tilshead                   Photograph by Betty Druce 

were merged on 1st January 2014 to form the Salisbury Plain  

Benefice, a single ecclesiastical parish with one Parochial Church Council (PCC).   However the 

four constituent villages each retained a local church committee to attend to matters of local 

concern.  These are subcommittees of the PCC. 

 

Membership 
During the year the following served as members of both the Tilshead Church Committee and the 

Benefice PCC:. 
 

Rector:  The Reverend Eleanor Rance 

Churchwardens: Libby Anson  (Treasurer from April 2014) 

    Ewart Grant (Secretary from June 2014)                                         

Representative on the Deanery Synod:   

    Gillian Goldsmith  

Elected members: Claire Cooper 

    Vix Mackay 
 

In addition Simon Bedford and Frank Newell attended the first meeting of the year, and Frank 

Newell remained Treasurer until he moved from the village in April.  Robert Pryor, Vice 

Chairman of the PCC, was in attendance at subsequent meetings.  
 

George Murray succeeded Frank Newell as Electoral Roll Officer, but was not a member of the 

Church Committee. 

 

Church attendance 
At 31st December 2014 there were 44 people on the Electoral Roll, eight of whom were not 

resident in the Benefice.   Three were residents of Shrewton, and the remaining 33 lived in 

Tilshead.   No names were added or deleted during the year. 
 

The pattern of three services a month in Tilshead continued, with a rotating Benefice  service on 

the second Sunday.  
 

The average attendance at Sunday services  was 17.   As always this average conceals wide 

swings.    For example there were 87 people at the Remembrance Sunday Service on 11th 

November, 35 and 39 at the two Benefice services held in Tilshead during the year, and 29 at the 

service held on Easter Day.   The Christmas Eve midnight communion and the Christmas Day 

carol service were attended by a total of 85 people     However there were only six people at each 

of our two evening services held during September.   Excluding special services of any kind, the 

average Sunday attendance was 11.7.     

 

Review of the year 
The Reverend Eleanor Rance was  licensed as Rector of the Salisbury Plain Benefice in January 

2014.    She lives in Shrewton Vicarage with her husband and young son.   She was assisted 

throughout the year by The Reverend David Walters as Associate Priest and by Canon Ian 

Chisholm, a retired priest resident in Shrewton. 
 

continued on next page … 



Church report for 2014  continued 

 

Close links were maintained with our thriving Church of England Voluntary Aided School and,  

until its closure on 10th December 2014, with St Thomas à Becket Nursery School.   Weekly  

school assemblies were held in the church, and Alison Trickey continued as the School’s Head 

Teacher   It is the responsibility of the Benefice PCC to nominate up to seven Foundation 

Governors of the School in addition to the  Rector, who serves ex officio.    
 

An extensive programme of repairs to and redecoration of the church was completed in 2012, and 

as a result the architect’s Quinquennial Inspection later that year revealed only minor items for 

immediate attention, all of which have been attended to.   However we cannot afford to be 

complacent, as repairs to the south aisle roof and the tower roof will be inevitable in the medium 

term.   The next Inspection will be due in 2017. 
 

During the year Church Committee conducted a trial of a new place within the church in which to 

welcome children;  the trial was still ongoing at the end of the year.   A side altar was also 

provided, where private prayers may be offered. 
 

One fundraising event was held during the year, the annual St Nicholas Fair in December.   This 

was for the first time a joint enterprise with the School, and raised a total of £720, meaning that the 

Church Committee received £360.   In addition June Mundy ran a bric à brac stall which raised 

£45.   We are grateful to the Friends of Tilshead Church, who organised a Garden Fête in June and 

a Harvest Supper in October. 
 

Members of the Tilshead congregation participated in a number of Benefice events during 2014, 

including a Rogation Walk in May and an Art Exhibition in September. 
 

£11,985 was spent to provide the Christian ministry in Tilshead in 2014, including a contribution 

of £6,241.95 to the Diocesan Share which covers the stipends, housing and pensions of the clergy.  
 

During the year the Church Committee made donations totalling £735.93 to The Royal British 

Legion, Salisbury Trust for the Homeless, Tilshead School and Nursery School, the Village Hall 

and Playing Field Committee, the Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust, The Friends of Salisbury 

Cathedral and the Alabaré Christian Care Centre .   In addition a food collection for the Trussell 

Trust Foodbank was made during Lent and the harvest produce was given to the Alabaré Christian 

Care Centre. 
 

We are grateful to Tilshead Parish Council, which contributed £900 towards the cost of churchyard 

maintenance, and the Baptist Chapel, which donated £100.    
 

Warm thanks are due to all those who helped in the life of the church during the year.   Especial 

mention must be made of  
 

- the team of Holy Dusters, many of whom are not churchgoers, who ensured that the church 

was kept clean and shining week by week; 
 

- those who helped to decorate the church, both as members of the regular flower rota and at 

festivals;  
 

- The Friends of Tilshead Church, led by Michael Teale, for their unstinting support;  
 

- Alastair Haggaty, Atilla Sonkoly and others who gave practical help; 
 

- Jean George, whose glorious music and warm personality so enhanced our services. 

 
                                                                  Libby Anson                                                                                                                                          

April 2015 


