
TILSHEAD PARISH COUNCIL 

 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING HELD ON 13TH MARCH 2018  

 

Present:  Cllr. Adam Harris (Chairman), Cllr. Debby Potter (Vice Chairman), Cllr. Robert Leachman 

(Finance Officer), Cllr. Ted Basford, Cllr. Gillian Goldsmith, Cllr. Judith Moore, the Clerk and 20 members 

of the general public. 

 

Representatives from:  Highways England Christopher Jones and Lt. Colonel Stewart Andrews from 

Westdown Camp were present. 

 

Apologies were received & accepted from:  Cllr. Pauline Colin & County Cllr. Darren Henry. 

 

 

The Chairman welcomed all those present to the meeting. He introduced the two representatives to the 

meeting and thanked them for attending. The Chairman suggested that the two representatives start the 

meeting to enable them to leave at a reasonable time. All agreed. 

 

HIGHWAYS ENGLAND: Mr. Christopher Jones introduced himself and explained his role within Highways 

England. He gave a most interesting lecture, with slides, giving details of the proposed A303 Stonehenge 

(tunnel) Amesbury to Berwick Down, and how it would affect the local area. Booklets and leaflets were 

provided. These contained instructions on how people were able to give opinions and questions to Highways 

England, and he strongly recommended that they did so because they would be listened to. There followed a 

question and answer session. To summarize these: Low noise material would be used for the new A303. The 

feed back so far was varied. Would take up to five years to build. The World Heritage in principal were for 

the tunnel. Cost to date on various plans etc was £20 million, cost would be £1.6 billion. The existing road 

would be kept open while the work was being carried out. The Chairman thanked Mr. Jones for attending the 

meeting, Mr. Jones then left the meeting. The Chairman encouraged everyone to pick up the booklets and 

leaflets. 

MILITARY REPORT:  The Chairman introduced Lt. Colonel Andrews who informed the meeting that he had 

been three years in post. He said that the training area was the size of the Isle of Wight. There was still 

training on the Plain but only used for approximately six to seven months of the year. Artillery firing was 

monitored and had been reduced. Policing the Plain: The Colonel reported that he had been allocated five 

more MoD police. Liaison with the civilian police had been most successful with regard to catching off 

roaders and hare coursing. A man had been caught digging up snow drops and was about to go to court. 

Wiltshire Council had agreed to allow the MoD to build a dam on the Plain to help prevent flooding. This 

should be finished by August. The Colonel thanked the village and Parish Council for their co-operation 

during the closure of the main gate at Westdown Camp. Civilian vehicles were using Candown Road and had 

been warned about speeding in this area. Drones: These are against the law on MoD land. If seen the public 

are encouraged to telephone the police and Range Control immediately. Walking on the Plain: People are 

advised to use their ordnance survey map. When the red flags are flying not allowed to walk in that area. No 

right of way for off roaders. However they are allowed on “permitted highways” which the MoD have the 

right to close. Hare Coursing: Arrests have been made and still on going. Fly tipping:  Three hundred 

reports a week are reported. Costs £30,3000 to £40,000 a year to clear. Crossing “Foxtrot”: It was asked 

from the floor who was responsible for water at Foxtrot which can flood badly. The Colonel replied that 

Landmarc are responsible for clearing the drain under the A360 and it is checked weekly by Landmarc. After 

this question and answer session the Chairman thanked the Colonel for attending the meeting, who then left. 

 

The meeting then commenced as numbered on the Agenda. 

 



1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks:  The Chairman said how pleased he was to see such a high 

attendance and thanked everyone for attending. Web Site:  He thanked Melanie Baker for taking on 

the role of Webmaster for the Tilshead Website. He and the whole Parish Council were very 

appreciative of all the work she had put in to setting it up during the past year. The Chairman thanked 

Norman Bayne for the hard work and time that he had put in on the Web Site prior to his retirement 

from it, and wished for his and the Parish Council’s appreciation to be minuted. Allotments: The 

Chairman thanked Cllr. Debby Potter and Anne White for all the work and time that they had carried 

out on the allotments to improve them for the village. Tilshead Newsletter: Due to the death of the 

editor, Libby Anson, the village newsletter at the time of the meeting was in abeyance. However there 

were plans afoot to make sure it continued. He praised Libby Anson for all the years that she had 

given to the Tilshead Newsletter and it was certainly missed. War Memorial:  The Chairman explained 

that it had been given a listing of Grade II which was pleasing. Tidy Up Tilshead: The Chairman was 

pleased how this enterprise was being supported and that there would be another one on Saturday 24th 

March with refreshments in the Village Hall. The Chairman thanked the Parish Council and Clerk for 

all their hard work during the past year, and for their support of him in his role as Chairman. 

2. Military Matters: See Military Report above. 

3. Police Matters: No report. No concerns from the floor. 

4. VILLAGE REPORTS.  (1) Tilshead Village Website:  A report was received from Melanie Baker 

and read out by the Clerk. There was an introduction, changes in 2017/2018, statistics and growth. 

Looking Forward to 2018/2019 (a) General housekeeping and tidying up behind the scenes. (b) Create 

a new interactive front page rather than the static landing page and (3) Publish new updated 

photographs of the village and village landmarks in the summer. Mel was thanked for her report. The 

full report is attached to these Minutes. (2) Report from St Thomas a Becket CE (VA) Primary School. 

The report was received from Lisa Meredith the Head Teacher and read out to the meeting by the 

Clerk. The SATs results were exceptional with every child achieving the age related expectation in 

reading, writing and maths and 30% achieving greater depths in all three subjects. Only school in 

Wiltshire to achieve this and only one of 83 schools in the whole country. This put the school as the 

top school of the Times league tables for the whole county! 65 children in the school with another one 

due to start after Easter. At present the intake in reception for next September is predicted to be four. 

The nursery school will close at the end of the term. Been running at a financial cost for some time. 

All agreed this was an excellent report from the school. The full report is attached to these Minutes. 

Church: No report from the church. Cllr. Goldsmith reported that there may be a church representative 

at coffee mornings/breakfasts if asked. At the previous Parish Council meeting it was suggested that a 

representative be present from the clergy. 

5. Planning Applications:  The Clerk informed the meeting that the owner of the Baptist Church would 

be applying for a new Planning Application as the previous one had been refused. She then explained 

how Planning Applications were dealt with by the Parish Council. The Clerk receives each Planning 

Application by email with plans. She forwards these onto the Parish Councillors. The Parish Council 

as a whole deals with the Applications. If a Parish Councillor has an interest in the Planning 

Application then she/he declares an interest and takes no part in the discussion or decision, and this is 

minuted. A reply to a Planning Application has to be replied to by a certain date. Once the Parish 

Council has made a decision then the Clerk is asked to email their reply to the Planning Office. The 

Clerk takes no part in the discussion except to minute the proceedings. Neighbours of a Planning 

Application are informed separately asking them to give their opinion, and the Parish Council does not 

take into their decision the reaction of the neighbours etc.  

6. Village Hall:  Cllr. Leachman gave a report on the Village Hall for the year ending 31.10.2017. 

Income is received from hiring fees and money in the coin meter. For the year ending October 2017 

income was £1,520. This was helped by the local elections for the Unitary Council and Parish Council. 

Expenditure is: SEB £228, West Water £24, Keys £27, Fire Extinguisher service £36, New 

Extinguishers £278 = £593. Current balance is £3,000. Cllr. Leachman reported to the meeting that the 

porch requires dire attention because it has subsided on the side nearest the roadside. There was a high 



water table in January 2013 and 2014.This may be the cause of the problem. A quote for the work is 

just under £5,000. Waiting for a second quote. Russ Lee is in the process of seeking a grant towards 

the cost of the repair. Hire cost for each session is £10 with an extra cost of £10 for the hire of the 

projector.  Theresa Leachman and Gill Murray take the bookings. 

7. Finance: Cllr. Leachman as Finance Officer for the Parish Council, went briefly through the accounts 

for the year ending 31st March 2017. He explained that at each December meeting the Parish Council 

goes through and decides the Precept for the following year. The Parish Council can reclaim VAT 

where necessary. The Precept is the expected expenditure on which to run the village. This figure is 

then forwarded onto Wiltshire Council and this is seen on a separate line on the Council Tax Bill. The 

village is Band D which is about £80 which is just over £1.50 per week to cover the running costs. 

Cllr. Leachman reminded the meeting that the Hillier Playing Field does not receive an income, and 

the Village Hall is requiring some help. He ran through the income/expenditure in round figures. The 

income was £8,474 against expenditure of £7,015 which leaves a current balance of £7,682. External 

Auditors ask about the balance. Future expenditure is: (1) Church yard extension which is the 

responsibility of the Parish Council. (2) Allotments. (3) Speed indication device and (4) Help with the 

Village Hall porch. Cllr. Leachman wished to have minuted his thanks to Humphrie James for auditing 

the internal accounts. The Chairman and Clerk also wished to have minuted their thanks and 

appreciation to Cllr. Leachman for all the hard work that he does on behalf of the Parish Council and 

village. 

8. Highways:  The Chairman reported that he had received a letter from the residents of Mill House 

thanking the Parish Council for their help in getting the drain outside Mill House cleaned out. This had 

not been done for many years. Cllr. Ted Basford had over seen the job with the Parish Steward. A 

question had been asked from the floor about the pot holes. The Chairman replied that he had been 

assured by County Cllr. Darren Henry that the main A360 running through the village would be 

completely resurfaced during this coming financial year. The Parish Council had been minuting 

village concerns over the past year. 

9. Flooding: It was reported that water levels are falling. The Parish Steward has checked, and the letts 

are working. There are a 100 sandbags and one ton of sand ready for use. Road signs are also held to 

warn drivers of flooding. 

10. Environment: It was reported that dog fouling is still around the village and back paths despite the 

new warning signs. It is becoming quite a problem and can lead to death in horses and various other 

diseases both to animals and humans. Berry Lane:  Cllr. Goldsmith reported that it is still an on going 

matter to repair the damage caused by 4 by 4s. 

11. Any Other Business: It was reported that street lights were out of order by The Chapel and The Elms. 

The Chairman replied that they had been reported a number of times with still no action taken. Action: 

The Chairman will contact County Cllr. Darren Henry and report back to the next meeting. It was 

reported from the floor that the Gliders’ Society had met in the Village Hall and were very impressed 

with what they had seen. They had visited the two Cairns. The whole meeting was pleased to hear this. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.10 pm. There followed a closed meeting. 

 

 

 

 

Minutes signed as approved.                                                                      Adam Harris (Chairman) 

 

 

                             Dated:                                                                            2018  

 

 

 



 

 
 
 


