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Tilshead Parish Council Virtual Meeting  

Tuesday 16
th

 June 2020 7.00 p.m. 

Minutes 
In accordance with the Local Government Act (LGA) 1972, Sch 12 paras 10 (2) (b) as amended by The Local Authorities 
(Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority Meetings) (England) Regulations 2020 into force to allow local authorities 
to conduct meetings remotely. 

Present via Zoom:  Cllr. Deborah Potter (Chairman) (DP), Cllr. Pauline Colin-Peaty (Vice-Chairman) (PCP), Cllr 
George Murray (GM), Cllr Louise Ballantine (LB), Cllr Adam Harris (AH), Cllr Robert Leachman (RL) (Finance 
Officer) and Cllr. Gilly C Gillian. In attendance; The Clerk, Wiltshire Councillor Kevin Daley and 1 Parishioner 
virtually present.  The meeting started at 7.00pm  

1 Absence apologies and Declaration of interests   No Apologies. Members are bound by the provisions 

of the Code of Conduct and are required to declare either personal or prejudicial interests; None declared. 
 

2 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 12th May 2020. The minutes were agreed by all 

Councillors and signed on behalf of the Council by the Clerk as a true record.   
 

3 Adjournment for Open Meeting;  

The chair welcomed Wiltshire Councillor Kevin Daley (KD) and the Parishioner 

virtually present.  The Parishioner wanted to highlight the agreed noise and smoking 

management plan agreed as part of the planning resolution for the Rose and Crown 

in conjunction with the use of the new buildings. She wanted to know how this 

would be monitored and adhered to ensure the environmental impact was kept as 

minimal as possible (she had been affected by past smoke).  Chair commented that 

she would expect the pub, like any business to run now to comply with COVID-19 

requirements such that signage and limited use to ensure social distancing will be 

undertaken when it opens and that it will comply with the agreed operation levels 

and time restrictions as per the submitted agreement.  Cllr LB commented that she 

was aware that the owner was very committed to ensuring safe and compliant 

activity resulting when open, respecting the no smoking area and putting in place the 

correct signage to ensure social distancing.  Cllr RL asked about the affects when it 

was previously open; the Parishioner commented it was smoke from cigarettes and 

some from the pizza oven especially when clearing out at the end of use.  Action; 

review post July 4th when opens, advise liaison with the pub owners if issues and if 

not resolved direct to Wiltshire Council. 

Enquiry via email to the Clerk regarding the offer of help for litter picking and if 

necessary supporting the cost of a new bin.  Chair commented that we were lucky 

that litter was not normally a problem for Tilshead as mostly litter free, as we have 

various litter bins along the High Street which are regularly emptied by a Wiltshire 

Council Contractor and that individuals pick up litter during their walk and dispose of 

it safely.  However, it is advised anyone collecting litter to wear gloves and wash your 

hands on your return home.    Tilshead  at present has a “hot spot”; An area of litter 
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identified of late, appears to be The Lodge, where there have been additional people 

visiting Tilshead during the virus lockdown, who are either taking their dogs for 

exercise or just a leisurely walk.  Unfortunately, bins are not allowed on this site, as it 

is designated MOD land and by rights, civilians should not be venturing away from 

the right of way paths which are clearly signposted.  Action; Chair to write answer 

direct to Parishioner on the written question. 

Cllr PCP congratulated Wiltshire Councillor KD on the new system operational for 

waste disposal at the civic amenity sites that Wiltshire Council has put in place; she 

booked a time slot and was greatly assisted on site, very efficient and good social 

distancing measures and signage.   

 

Cllr DP 

4. Planning Application 
No new planning applications 
Past Planning Matters 
(i) Tilshead Baptist Church Refusal 16/07900/FUL – poor state of the vacant building; 
Chair highlighted this, the Clerk had written to the owner’s agent but no reply received.  
Councillors would even offer to strim the garden areas with a small donation to the 
Parish Council to cover the cost of petrol for the strimmer etc.  Councillors are keen to 
understand the intention of the owner of this building following its refusal for 
conversion; it has the potential for an asset for community use (shop/amenity use). 
Action; Cllr RL to take photograph, Clerk to try again to contact Agent/Owner to find 
out intentions for the building and to emphasis the poor state of the building and 
gardens in the heart of the village. 

 

 

 

Cllr 

RL/Clerk 

5 Correspondence 
(i) COVID-19  update – Shield Wiltshire update ; Clerk reported that unfortunately 

the charity cannot meet the British Standard now required for the visors in 
order to be used by Businesses and had ceased the operation supplying free 
visors 

(ii) New Defibrillator instructions  up (to cover COVID-19), notification regarding 
replacement of defibrillator pads required; Chair reported Judith Moore had 
recently contacted the Parish Council informing that the paediatric pads within 
the defibrillator located at the village hall, were now out of date and in need of 
replacement – cost £75 plus 20% Vat plus carriage £3.00.  Judith had advised 
that adult pads can be used on children over the age of 8 years.  However, 
when using them on children under 8 years, the pads need to be fitted 
differently (front and back).  Parish Councillors agreed to have replacement 
Paediatric Pads.  Motion to replace pads; all agreed.  Action; RL to liaise with 
JM as required to purchase new pads. 

(iii) Guidance on “Returning After lockdown”; Clerk outlined detailed risk 
assessment advice issued by Govt. to all businesses and organisations opening 
buildings and premises after lifting of Virus related lockdown.  The risk 
assessments will be required for the village hall and specific ones for the Playing 
Ground.  Cllr RL reported that they were no significant required needs for the 
village hall at present and as cleaning operations would be extensive post use 
(only 6 people allowed to gather outside still at present) there were no 
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immediate plans to open up the village hall yet.  It was noted that risk 
assessment and measures would need to be put in place prior to re-opening.  
No specific guidance yet to allow the re-opening of the playground to date.   

(iv) Amesbury Area Board Virtual Meeting 16/06/2020 1.30pm updates; Wiltshire 

Councillor Kevin Daley reported on large number of meetings been taking place 

today including the Area Board. Chair and Vice-Chair had been re-elected today.  

Cllr KD has been elected to cover Youth, Stonehenge Group, Licencing 

Committee, Compliance and Governance and Western Area Planning.  At 

present for council meetings they are allowing 4 people to speak on a matter 

virtually (for planning) and accepting written questions. 

6 Governance & Procedures  

(i) Councillor Apologies; reminder must inform the Clerk even with Virtual 

meetings in accordance with Standing Orders and Code of Conduct; noted all 

Councillors had made a real effort to attend virtually today. Clerk expressed 

thanks. 

(ii) Clerk Training CiLCA; split cost proposal across 3 Parishes; Motion to support 

this training and certificate for the Clerk; all agreed. Action; Clerk to submit 

application form to WALC. Invoice to be split 3 ways. 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

7 Projects/Activities 

(i) Information Board; Telephone kiosk has now been removed but unfortunately 

our request to leave the concrete plinth had not been taken into account and 

this has been removed.  Comment was made this has now opened up the 

village green and that perhaps it was not the right location for an information 

board now.  Action; Clerk to diary future consideration of the need for an 

information board showing rights of way in the Parish. 

(ii) Goddards Lane right of way; Cllr GG reported that the previous work had 

“settled down” and the recent placing of plannings at the start of the route had 

improved the situation.  Goddards Lane - The placing of soil on the banks within 

the lane now makes passing (horse rider/walker) more difficult than before.  

Cllr GG confirmed that Wiltshire had reported there is no budget left for any 

further work on this right of way (due to the dog leg little could be done to 

allow vehicular access to farmland).  

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

 

 

8 Military and Police Updates  

(i) Amesbury Rural Crime report for May 2020; The Clerk reported the recent 

incidents in Tilshead; 11/05/2020 vehicle seized as no insurance/MOT & 

notified as off road but being driven, 29/05/2020 report of lorry as failed to 

stop when rock had fallen and damaged windscreen of following vehicle.  A 

main police campaign at present is to prevent livestock worrying call 101 if any 

information. Councillors reported latest military police presence as extensive 

cars (28 counted) vans and motorbikes parking by the water tower.  Advice is to 

continue to report any nuisance to Landmarc.   
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9 Finance Update 

(i) Cheques to be signed; Cllr RL reported 4 cheques to be agreed for signing (post 

the meeting); Wickstead Annual Playground Inspection £72, NALC/WALC annual 

subscription £142.80, Clerk salary shortfall 19/20 £93 (he was pleased to report 

he had now set up the new Standing Order so in future would be paid by BACS), 

Clerk Expenses (zoom subscription & stamps) and homeworking adjustment 

(Govt. increase from £4 to £6 per week backdated to April) total £81.90. Action; 

Cllr RL to issue cheques for signing 

(ii) AGAR – from the internal audit (circulated previously to Councillors) several 

areas raised that can be carried out, including arrangement of appraisal of Clerk 

when face to face meetings allowed. Motion; to formally approve the AGAR 

completed forms that had been reviewed by Internal Auditor for external 

submission; All agreed. Action; Cllr RL to submit relevant AGAR form  

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr RL 

 

Cllr RL 

10 Highways Update 

(i) Grass Cutting Verges; a large part of Candown road had now been cut by the 

Wiltshire Council contractor however a few areas were left out. Chair to see if 

Parish Steward can undertake this, but in future if the areas can be added to the 

contractor list.  A general thanks was expressed to all villagers who cut their 

strips adjacent to the highways, especially those with substantial areas and in 

particular to Cllr GM, Bernard Moore and Ben Wrench.  Cllr LB mentioned about 

the presence of orchids within grass verges but acknowledged preservation was 

difficult to enable overall maintenance. Action; Cllr DP to get Parish Steward to 

cut verges not done by contractor and to see if these can be added to the 

specification for cuts for the future. 

(ii) Parish Steward; due 22/06/2020. Lots of grass strimming on the list for works. 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr DP 

 

11 Environment Update     

(i) Bus Shelter; Cllr GM reported that there were nesting birds within the bus shelters 

and so would not carry out the works required until the house martins have gone.  

He has all the necessary equipment and paint so not cost to the PC. Action; Cllr GM 

to paint bus shelter and review roof condition when appropriate 

(ii) Village Playground; Following the annual inspection form wickstead areas for 

attention had been identified (with priorities) and costings for work.  Cllr AH had 

reviewed the playground and what was recommended and produced a very detailed 

excel spreadsheet showing the various equipment, the items required and the costs 

(he was able to share this on the screen for Councillors).  Total cost is £791.74 with 

VAT total without VAT but including delivery £671.45.  This is substantially cheaper 

than quoted as no labour costs involved.  The playground is currently closed due to 

COVID-19 and represents an opportune time to undertake the maintenance, 

especially as Councillor AH was offering to undertake the work for free (whilst 

furloughed).  Councillors GM and LB also offered to help with painting/ wood work 

and weeding.  Cllr PCP offered hard wood if she had any useful available.  All greatly 

thanked Cllr AH for his time and work gathering the costs and offer to undertake the 

work.  The Village Hall has some money in reserve and thoughts were also to be 

 

 

Cllr GM 
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undertaken to see how we could raise any money toward this work. 

Action; Cllr AH to liaise with Cllr RL on costs and undertaking the work required. 

 

 

Cllrs AH & 

RL 

12 School update 

(i) Cllr GM reported that the school is now open for children with social distancing in 

place and commended the teachers for their work given the potential constraints of 

the buildings. 

 

 

13 Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be on 14th July at 7pm.  It is not yet confirmed if this will be a 

physical meeting at the Village hall or a virtual meeting via zoom. 

Any member of the public wishing to participate please call the Clerk 07979 866387 

or email tilshead.pc.clerk@gmail.com  by 12 noon on 14th July (Please note you will 

need access to a laptop/desktop computer, iPad or smart phone if a virtual meeting). 

Full instructions will be given and no software or cost is involved. Alternately 

questions may be submitted to the Clerk by email or via phone. 

 

 
 
The meeting closed at 8.26 pm. 

Signed as approved:            

                                             On behalf of the      Chairman  
                      Dated:         14/07/2020                                                               

mailto:tilshead.pc.clerk@gmail.com

