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Tilshead Parish Council Virtual Meeting  

Tuesday 14
th

 July 2020 7.00 p.m. 

Minutes 
In accordance with the Local Government Act (LGA) 1972, Sch 12 paras 10 (2) (b) as amended by The Local Authorities 
(Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority Meetings) (England) Regulations 2020 into force to allow local authorities 
to conduct meetings remotely. 

Present via Zoom:  Cllr. Deborah Potter (Chairman) (DP), Cllr. Pauline Colin-Peaty (Vice-Chairman) (PCP), Cllr 
George Murray (GM), Cllr Louise Ballantine (LB), Cllr Adam Harris (AH) and Cllr Robert Leachman (RL) 
(Finance Officer). In attendance; the Clerk and 1 Parishioner virtually present.  The meeting started at 
7.05pm  

1 Absence apologies and Declaration of interests   Members are bound by the provisions of the Code of 

Conduct and are required to declare either personal or prejudicial interests; Belated apologies Councillor Gilly C 
Gillian (Zoom failure) and Councillor Kevin Daley. 

 

2 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 16th June 2020. The minutes were agreed by all 

Councillors and signed on behalf of the Council by the Clerk as a true record.   
 

3 Adjournment for Open Meeting;  

The chair welcomed a Parishioner who had an enquiry about hedgerow overgrowth 

on the entrance field towards the camp site blocking views of traffic and making 

walking difficult. 

The chair responded that in actual fact this track was not a formal right of way but 

acknowledged that walkers and riders were occasionally using it.  Despite it not being 

a public right of way she would ask the landowner Roger Nicholls to trim the area.  It 

was also discussed if the Parish Steward could help with this but determined he may 

not be able to as close to the road and may require traffic signals. Action: Chair 

would ask Landowner, even though not a public right of way if he would be willing to 

trim the hedgerow.   

 

 

 

 Cllr DP 

4. Planning Application 
1. 20/04441/FUL The erection of two storey rear extensions at: Hillside Cottage, 

Back Lane, Tilshead, SP3 4SF.  After discussion Councillors resolved no 
objections to this development. Action: Clerk to inform Wiltshire Council. 

2. 20/05751/TCA Application for Work to Trees in a Cons Area Proposal: - T1 Ash 
- Remove deadwood & split limbs At: Noads House, High Street, Tilshead, 
Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP3 4RY. After discussion Councillors resolved no 
objections subject to ensuring that the tree is not removed and only remedial 
works are carried out to ensure safety for users of the adjacent byway. Action: 
Clerk to inform Wiltshire Council. 

Past Planning Matters 
(1) Tilshead Baptist Chapel Refusal 16/07900/FUL – Mr Howard had responded to 

the PC request for an update, he confirmed that a pre-application has been 
submitted to Wiltshire Council for re-applying to change the use of the chapel  

 

Clerk 
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into a dwelling.  We would be consulted in due course when the application is 
submitted.  He acknowledged that the grounds are an eyesore and that he had 
spoken to adjacent neighbours (the public house) on his proposals for re-
development.  Action: Update noted and now wait to be consulted at the 
formal planning application stage. 

5 Correspondence 
(i) Replacement of defibrillator pads; it was confirmed that these had been 

purchased and now in place for use on children.    
(ii) Village Hall reopening procedures to cover COVID-19 requirements; the Clerk 

reported on the latest Govt. guidance “COVID-19:Guidance for the safe use of 
multi-purpose community facilities” listing the risk assessment required prior to 
opening and core principles for safe opening including social distancing, 
cleaning, hygiene and face covering, toilets, measures for vulnerable people, 
noise and track and trace system.  Advice at present is for Parish Meetings to 
continue virtually and where community facilities need to be used for physical 
meetings these should be managed within the social distancing guidance and 
principles as contained in the advice published.  Cllr RL confirmed that the 2 
current bookings for August are not going ahead in any case and the first 
potential meeting could be the next Parish Council meeting on the 15th 
September.  The Village Hall Committee would continue to review the situation 
and assess when it was right to open the Village Hall.  Action: Guidance noted 
and any updates to be passed to the Village Hall Committee. 
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6 Governance & Procedures  

(i) Risk Assessment for Village Playground ratification; Prior to re-opening of the 

Playground Councillors and Russ Lee had reviewed the playground in the light 

of COVID-19 requirements and moved benches and tied the gate to the fence to 

ease access (to reduce touching of the gate).  The Clerk had drawn up guidance 

notices using bullet points and one with pictures to aid communication to 

young users.  The Clerk had written up the Risk Assessment and sent out for 

review but not all Councillors had seen it.  It was decided to re-send out for 

review before formal agreement.  Chair asked Cllr RL to check insurance 

requirement.  It was noted that families had already started to use the 

playground and there was immediate concern that the new user requirements 

were not being adhered to.  Agreed to put the bullet point user requirements 

into the newsletter to compliment that which has been put on Facebook and up 

at the playground. Action: Clerk to re-distribute risk assessment and make any 

adjustments if required, Cllr RL to check insurance and Cllr AH to put into the 

Tilshead Newsletter to highlight safety recommendations for the use of the 

playground. 

(ii) Any updates from Wiltshire Councillor Kevin Daley; unfortunately Cllr KD 

unable to attend the meeting due to work commitments. 
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7 Projects/Activities 

(i) Information Board Proposal; with the telephone box removed space was 

available to accommodate a board showing rights of way and features of 

Tilshead (useful for tourists, users of the campsite and new comers to the 

Village).  An alternative location was discussed to use the frontage wall of the 

village hall, but no agreement as yet on exact location.  4 in favour for a Board, 

1 against.  Action: Cllr RL to scope cost for a board and map of the village. 

(ii) Trimming trees overgrowing Village Hall; it had been noted that tree branches 
were again encroaching over the village hall roof and could potentially damage 
it. Agreed to write to landowner Mr Teale to request tree maintenance work be 
carried out to ensure compliance for Parish Council insurance. Action: Clerk to 
draft a letter to the landowner. 

(iii) Allotments – lease renewal; the lease for the allotment expires in February 

2021.  The Parish Council have had the lease for 10yrs paying at present £250 

per yr. (a rent review takes place every 3 yrs. but last yr. MOD agreed to no 

increase).  The motion from Cllr AH, supported Cllr GM was to look at a 

purchasing option for the allotments from the MOD for the benefit of the parish 

for both allotments and other village amenity uses (to assess once knowing the 

costs involved whether this be cost effective or not).  It was agreed that if the 

village did want to support its purchase we would need to act quickly to start 

fund raising and investigate Area Board grant availability. Action: Cllr GM to 

make contact to MOD to find out correct person to speak with and get an 

indication of the likely cost.  It was also noted that investigation to minimise 

solicitor costs be undertaken to help reduce the overall cost. 

 

 

 

Cllr RL 
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Cllr GM 

8 Military and Police Updates  

(i) Amesbury Rural Crime report for June 2020; The Clerk reported no incidents 

specifically for Tilshead and this month there was a campaign to support 

children safe on line. 

 

 

9 Finance Update 

(i) Cheques to be signed; Cllr RL reported 3 cheques to be agreed for signing (post 

the meeting); Ch. No 666 £93.60 Community Heartbeat Trust (defibrillator 

pads), Ch. No. 667 £14.39 Clerk (zoom costs), Ch. No. 668 £806.77 Community 

First Trading (insurance policies), plus the standing order for the Clerks 

wages/home working.  Action; Cllr RL to issue cheques for signing 

(ii) Budget; AGAR audit has been completed and confirmation from external 

auditors received. 

 

 

 

Cllr RL 

 

10 Highways Update 

(i) Parish Steward update; Cllr DP reported the Steward had been in the village on 

22/06/2020 (half a day) and some grass strimming undertaken.  It was 

discussed that the Parish Council were of the opinion that we are not getting 

value for money from the work of the Parish Steward and little is achieved in 

the half day allocated.  It was also noted that last year the chair and vice-chair 

had met with Andy Cole to discuss PS duties (what could be expected to be 
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carried out) but that unfortunately little improvement had occurred.  On a 

separate note it was again acknowledged that lots of villagers are already 

undertaking cutting but some areas were still missing out (such as North 

Croft/Imber Place) usually carried out by Wiltshire Council.  Action: Clerk to 

contact Cllr KD to see if he could help with the situation. 

 

 

Clerk  

11 Environment Update     

(i) Bus Shelter; Cllr GM reported he had strimmed and mowed around the bus shelter 

and had managed to paint the inside of the bus shelter nearest the school.  He 

would review if the nesting birds had left the other shelter and that would be 

painted as soon as the birds have gone. Action: Cllr GM to paint the remaining bus 

shelter when appropriate. 

(ii) Village Playground update following refurbishment and re-opening; Cllr RL had 

already sent out an email thanking all concerned with the work at the playground 

including surface preparation and  painting the playground equipment and the goal 

posts.  He also wanted to thank Chair DP and Anne White who had raised funds 

from the selling of masks which has gone towards the provision of a new gate.    

There was some further work in progress Cllr PCP sanding down the benches ready 

for painting by Cllr LB.  Cllr AH will now action work on new chains and matting.  The 

Playground had undergone COVID-19 assessment (Section 6 (i)) and notices placed 

to aid safe play and ensure COVID-19 advice fully visible to users of the playground.  

Positive comments have already been made on Facebook along with emails 

received. Action: Final works to be carried out to complete the refurbishment. 

 

 

 

Cllr GM 
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12 School update 

(i) Cllr GM reported that the school wishes to gain permission from the Parish Council 

to erect a School Advertising Sign on the Village green, now that the telephone box has 

been removed.  The sign proposed is of a V-shape and 5ft x 4ft.  There was a detailed 

discussion; Councillors are worried about the size of the proposed sign which appears 

to be bigger than the original proposed some months ago. Councillors were also 

worried that although the telephone box has gone, the wires, drains and cables still 

exist and care needs to be undertaken with the placement of any signage in this area.  

Also with the removal of the telephone box the green had “opened up” and Councillors 

were not keen for any signage to block the green.  Alternatives were debated; closer to 

the wall (but considered not clear enough to advertise to car users) and the triangle 

area (although not adjacent to the school passing traffic would be very visible).  Action: 

Cllr DP to talk to highways to get informal view of placing the sign on the triangle.  

Cllr GM to find out what exactly the school would like, if the triangle would be an 

option and if the size proposed can be reduced.  

 

 

13 Before closing the Meeting the Chair wanted to give her thanks to everyone in the 

village for all their recent hard work on tidying and painting, strimming and mowing 

and fund raising.  She was of the opinion Tilshead was looking very good. 
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13 Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be on 15th September at 7pm.  It is not yet confirmed if this will 

be a physical meeting at the Village hall or a virtual meeting via zoom. 

Any member of the public wishing to participate please call the Clerk 07979 866387 

or email tilshead.pc.clerk@gmail.com  by 12 noon on 15th September. (Please note if 

virtual you will need access to a laptop/desktop computer, iPad or smart phone if a 

virtual meeting). Full instructions will be given and no software or cost is involved. 

Alternately questions may be submitted to the Clerk by email or via phone. 

 

 
 
The meeting closed at 8.35 pm. 
Signed as approved:                                                                     Chairman  
                      Dated:                                                                       2020  

mailto:tilshead.pc.clerk@gmail.com

