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Tilshead Parish Council Virtual Meeting  

Tuesday 8
th

 December 2020 7.00 p.m. 

Minutes 
In accordance with the Local Government Act (LGA) 1972, Sch 12 paras 10 (2) (b) as amended by The Local Authorities 
(Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority Meetings) (England) Regulations 2020 into force to allow local authorities 
to conduct meetings remotely. 

Present via Zoom:  Cllr. Deborah Potter (Chairman) (DP), Cllr. Pauline Colin-Peaty (Vice-Chairman) (PCP), Cllr 
George Murray (GM), Cllr Louise Ballantine (LB), Cllr Adam Harris (AH), Cllr Robert Leachman (RL) (Finance 
Officer). In attendance; the Clerk and Wiltshire Councillor Kevin Daley.  The meeting started at 7.00pm.  

1 Absence apologies and Declaration of interests   Members are bound by the provisions of the Code 

of Conduct and are required to declare either personal or prejudicial interests; Apologies Cllr G C Gillian 

(internet problems only managed to join the meeting after it had finished).   

 

2 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 10th November 2020. The minutes were agreed 

by all Councillors and signed on behalf of the Council by the Clerk as a true record.   
 

3. Adjournment for Open Meeting;  

No Parishioners Present but a letter had been sent to the Clerk who read out the 

details;  “May I start with a note of thanks for the hard and sterling work by those 

involved with the ‘refurbishment’ of ‘Back Lane’ over the Summer as well as the 

replacement of the signs marking the ‘Restricted By-way’: I have access to the lane 

from my back garden and it is most pleasing to be able to use it in all weathers as well 

as to see the new clear and well positioned signage.    The main road through the 

village also ‘looks good’ – clean, tidy and now clear of unsightly piles of leaves due to 

the efforts of at least one of your number! However, there is one ‘blot on the 

landscape’ – the very unsightly waste bins and blue ‘dumpster’ outside the Rose & 

Crown pub/restaurant.    These bins are clearly and almost immediately visible from 

both approaches to the village and seriously detract from an otherwise ‘pleasant village 

scene’.   Might it be possible for Tilshead PC to request or require the Patron of the 

establishment to move them out-of-sight, either to the side between the building and 

the old Baptist Church (with appropriate ‘screening’) or to behind the building in the 

area of the old car-park now behind gates? 

Such action would transform the appearance of the village and, indeed the fore-court 

of the ‘pub’ as well as being seen as a fine gesture of commitment to the village by the 

Patron. My thanks to all who do so much to keep our village ‘looking good’. After 

discussion when it was confirmed that Councillors did believe the bins were unsightly 

and prominent detracting from the amenity of the Village, it was agreed that Cllr RL 

would speak with the proprietors of the Rose and Crown to ask them to move the bins 

behind the gate against the wall or to the side of the building (near the Baptist Chapel) 

to screen and reduce the visual impact for the benefit of the whole village. 

Action: Cllr RL to speak with the Proprietors of the Rose and Crown to ask them to 
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move the bins to reduce their visual impact. Cllr RL 

4. Planning Applications 
1. 20/09802/FUL Application for Full Planning Proposal: - Replace flush casement 

French doors and small metal balcony with outward opening flush casement 
windows with timber panel underneath. At:  Glebe Farm Stable, Back Lane, Tilshead, 
SP3 4RB 
After discussion Cllrs resolved “no objection”. Action: Clerk to notify Wiltshire Council  

 

Clerk 

5. Update from Wiltshire Councillor Kevin Daley 
WCllr KD reported there was a proposal to re-name the Area Board (at present 
Amesbury Board) to Stonehenge Area Board (this is one suggestion) it will be discussed 
at the next meeting on 14th January 2021 – anyone with any ideas for its new name to 
please contact him Kevin.Daley@wiltshire.gov.uk.  The Area Boards will be changing 
due to boundary changes but he reassured Cllr RL that this should not affect the 
potential for grant allocations. 
He outlined that Wiltshire is working on its 5 yr. plan and that lot of maps will be 
created showing proposed areas for future development – at present this is in very 
draft stages and the maps could show large potential areas for development that will 
then be assessed and in all probability large percentages of the land showed will not be 
developed in the foreseeable future.  He just wanted to re-assure parishioners that if 
they see these working maps not to be worried about over development as it is work in 
progress. 
 

 

 

6.  Military and Police Updates 

1. Feedback from PCSO Jonathon Akehurst; unfortunately the meeting could not take 
place and so will look to re-arrange in the New Year. Action: Clerk to re-arrange 
meeting for the Chair/PCSO or invite to future Parish Council meeting. 

2. 2. Update on activity on Salisbury Plain; Cllr GM had again liaised with Lt. Col. 

Cammack (Lt CC) who has seen an increase in 4X4 users and has been targeting 

vans that contain multiple bikes (they have managed to seize several unlicensed 

vans).  The current exercise finishes on the 11th December, but next year looks like 

a busy time for activity training on Salisbury Plain as it is likely that overseas 

exercises will remain in doubt due to COVID-19. 

 

Clerk 

7. Governance & Procedures  

1. COVID-19 updates; Clerk confirmed that Tilshead Parish is within Tier 2 High Alert 

and referred to the clear Tier 2 Poster with the list of Do’s and Don’ts (to be put up 

on the Notice Board) and confirmed we are still allowed the opening of the 

Playground and Allotments but closure of the Village Hall. 

2. Census 2021 – Clerk outlined that this will take place on 21st March 2021; A 

National Census which takes place every 10 years and that the ONS had sent 

Councillor Handbooks (which have already been distributed). It will have a digital 

first approach although parishioners can still fill in a paper copy if required.  

Wiltshire Council will support but we have been asked to help promote and hope 

Yellow Peril will promote nearer the time.  A one page synopsis was requested after 
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the Area Board discussion. 

8 Projects/Activities  

(i) Information Board Proposal update; Cllr LB had drawn up the specification in 

consultation with all Councillors,  which had been sent to 2 identified artists and 

Cllr LB will be meeting a third Artist 9/12/20 to walk around the village and 

explain the requirements.  Cllr LB explained that there is a difference between 

etching which is just grey and printing (which can be in colour) onto Aluminium 

Boards.  All agreed colour is required.  The original size proposed is bespoke and 

will therefore be more expensive but A1 size is cheaper as off the shelf.  All 

agreed A1 size.  Costings have been provided by one of the identified tenderers, 

so need to wait until all 3 received to review the proposals and costs.  Cllr LB 

has been exploring sponsorship; John Deere have been approached and waiting 

to hear back, The Garage and the Yellow Peril were also identified.  Action; Cllr 

LB to carry on the good work with this complex project and pursue the quotes 

for the next meeting in February to review the position. 

(ii) Allotments (next steps regarding possible purchase noting 10 yr. lease expires 

February 2021). Unfortunately the contact at MOD estates is on leave until 

9/12/2020 so no update for the meeting.  The letter sent emphasised that the 

PC would like to renew the lease in any case whilst finding out about potential 

ownership.  Action: Cllr GM to continue to follow up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr LB 

 

 

 

Cllr GM 

9 Finance Update 

(i) Cheques to be signed; Cllr RL reported cheques to be agreed for signing (post 

the meeting); Ch. No. 680 £15.59 Fasthosts web domain renewal, Ch. No. 681 

£50 North Newnton Parish laptop rental for Clerk, Ch. No. 682 £36.90 Clerk 

expenses (Zoom £14.39, ink £22.51) and Standing Order Clerk Pay £218.05  

Action; Cllr RL to issue cheques for signing 

(ii) Budget; all financially on track 

(iii) Budget 2021/22 and Precept; Cllr RL outlined last year’s budget with the 

budgeted spend at £7,220 which was running to plan with a few minor 

increases (such as Defibrillator pad replacement, website costs and insurance 

costs).  He then went through each item of expenditure for the Parish Council 

proposed for 21/22 and the total is £7,425.  Cllr AH asked about other income 

and this is very minor approx. £140 from the allotments.  It was agreed that the 

budget was very tight and there were no areas to reduce so that the precept 

request will be £7,425,  all Councillors present agreed.  This represents for band 

D Parishioners an additional £1.33 cost for the Parish; £55.11 21/22 (£53.78 

20/21).  Action; Chair and Finance Officer to sign Precept request form and 

return to Wiltshire Council. 

 

 

10 Highways Update 

(1) Berry Road & Black Horse Lane feedback from meeting with Alex Howson ( 

Wiltshire Rights of Way); Cllrs DP, GM and Wiltshire Councillor Kevin Daley (Cllr 
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KD) met on site to review the situation and the sign was subsequently re-positioned 

by Derek Newlands.  Cllr LB said that a new sign has been put up emphasising the 

Voluntary Restricted Byway for Berry Road but this did not appear to deter 4x4 

users although she had seen some motorcyclists return and not use the route.  It 

was asked if there was a similar sign at the north end of the route, which needs to 

be checked (although it was noted that signs had been vandalised in the past).  Cllr 

KD will continue to follow up with Wiltshire Council.   

(2) Cllr AH updated on speedwatch; the speedwatch monitoring is now allowed to be 

resumed and that they were recording speeding.  There are various locations 

authorised for checks, at present carried out by Volunteers at different times during 

the week.  Additional volunteers are still required and anyone interested should 

contact Cllr AH adambwharris1982@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

11 School update 

Cllr GM has been in touch with the School and the Headmistress has confirmed interest 

in the idea of a poster competition for the school children.  To be followed up in the 

new year term as understandably very busy with Christmas activities at present Action; 

Cllr GM to follow up in the new year. 

 

 

 

Cllr GM 

12 Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be on 9th February 2021 7pm (to be confirmed if at the village 

hall or virtual). 

 

The Chair wished all Councillors and Parishioners a very Happy Christmas and all good 

wishes for a better 2021. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.10 pm.   Signed as approved:                                  
Chairman                       Dated:                                                                       2020  
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