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Tilshead Parish Council Virtual Meeting  

Tuesday 9
th

 February 2021 7.00 p.m. 

Minutes 
In accordance with the Local Government Act (LGA) 1972, Sch 12 paras 10 (2) (b) as amended by The Local Authorities 
(Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority Meetings) (England) Regulations 2020 into force to allow local authorities 
to conduct meetings remotely. 

Present via Zoom:  Cllr. Deborah Potter (Chairman) (DP), Cllr. Pauline Colin-Peaty (Vice-Chairman) (PCP), Cllr 
George Murray (GM), Cllr Louise Ballantine (LB), Cllr Adam Harris (AH), Cllr Robert Leachman (RL) (Finance 
Officer) and Cllr G C Gillian. In attendance; the Clerk and Wiltshire Councillor Kevin Daley.  The meeting 
started at 7.00pm.  

1 Absence apologies and Declaration of interests   Members are bound by the provisions of the Code 

of Conduct and are required to declare either personal or prejudicial interests; Cllr GCG declared a pecuniary 
interest in Item 4.2 Planning Application 20/10831/FUL as the applicant. No Apologies  

 

2 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 18th December 2021. The minutes were agreed 
by all Councillors and signed on behalf of the Council by the Clerk as a true record.   

 
3. Adjournment for Open Meeting;  

No Parishioners Present  
 

4. Planning Applications 
1. Application Ref: 20/11370/FUL Application for Full Planning Proposal: - 

Demolition of existing buildings and the construction of 8 no. single storey 
accommodation blocks and associated external works At:  Westdown Training 
Camp, Tilshead, Wiltshire, Salisbury Plain, SP3 4RU after discussion Cllrs resolved 
“no objection”. Action: Clerk to notify Wiltshire Council  

2.  Application Ref: 20/10831/FUL Application for Full Planning Proposal: - Proposed 

conversion of outbuilding to holiday let At: Hoopers Farm, High Street, Tilshead, 

SP3 4RZ. (This item was actually debated at the end of the meeting to enable Cllr 

GCG to leave the meeting whilst the discussion took place). The Applicant was 

allowed the opportunity to speak about her application and thought that the 

external aesthetics of the building would be improved with the loss of the external 

stairs and good tasteful design with parking in the existing yard well away from the 

high street to enable income generation via a Holiday Let. A discussion took place 

firstly about the proposed conversion for the holiday let the only query being about 

drainage requirements and then due to the “red line of the application site” some 

concern about existing use of this building and another building on site raised by 

some Parishioners to Councillors and the Clerk.  It was resolved “No objection to 

the holiday let” with the following advisory notes to Wiltshire Council as the 

responsible body for planning “It has been brought to the attention of the Parish 

Council that within the Application red area the building labelled “3” Garages has 

an existing second storey residential use with an alleged existing occupier and the 

building “5” (subject of this application) also has in part (upper storey) an existing 
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residential use capability and alleged occupier.  The Parish Council are unsure of 

the planning history for these buildings, as previous planning applications make it 

difficult to ascertain what building has been permitted or not. A further comment 

is for clarification on the foul sewerage proposals; the application form indicates 

no connection to the existing drainage system but an explanation note states 

existing drainage already on site. Action: Clerk to notify Wiltshire Council 

3. Consultation on Wiltshire Local Plan Review and Gypsy and Travellers Plan; the 

proposals are looking at permanent and temporary accommodation requirements 

across Wiltshire; it was resolved that as Tilshead is surrounded by MOD training land 

there is no capacity to identify any sites.  

 

Clerk 

5. Update from Wiltshire Councillor Kevin Daley 
WCllr KD highlighted the grants available for Parishioners and businesses available; 
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/2735/Coronavirus-business-support-grants and 
please contact Covid-19BusinessSupport@wiltshire.gov.uk. 
He also outlined grants available for sports groups that may have be affected by 
COVID-19 by Sports England (Return to Play Small Grants) 
https://www.sportengland.org/how-we-can-help/our-funds/return-play-small-grants 
Cllr RL asked about Election costs and the proposal to ask Parish Councils to fund these 
in the future; Cllr KD confirmed that this had now been deleted from full Council 
consideration. 
Cllr LB wanted to emphasise Berry Road and her desire for it to be downgraded to a 
Restricted Byway to stop the damage caused by 4x4’s and motorbikes.  Cllr KD 
suggested that the Parish draw up a priority list for rights of way issues that can be 
presented to him to review and follow up. Action: Clerk to diary for next meeting in 
the interim to ask Cllrs for any issues to be put on a list for consideration 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

6. Correspondence 
Clerk outlined the invitation from CPRE (Council Protection for Rural England) to 
enter the forthcoming Wiltshire Best Kept Village Competition 2021; no cost, financial 
prizes sponsored by Hills Group and that they have worked on a way to make this work 
and meet COVID-19 guidelines. Entry to be sent late February and deadline entry is 26th 
April with judging (2 only judges) 17th May to 13th June 2021. 
After discussion (and noting all the work being done by Parishioners and improvements 
around the Village Hall etc.) it was resolved that we will enter Tilshead and hope that 
all Parishioners will support the application. Action: Clerk to circulate Application Form 
when available, article for newsletter and website to highlight. 

 

 

Clerk/ALL 

7.  Military and Police Updates 

1. 1. Update on activity on Salisbury Plain; Cllr GM had liaised with Lt. Col. Cammack (Lt 

CC); January has seen MOD Police issue more fixed penalty notices for breaches of 

COVID-19 restrictions than the whole of last year’s lockdown, MOD Police & 

Wiltshire Police are tracking a large group of motor cross riders that have been 

prevalent in Tilshead area, up to 30 bikes last weekend, believed to be local. Any 

 

 

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/2735/Coronavirus-business-support-grants
mailto:Covid-19BusinessSupport@wiltshire.gov.uk
https://www.sportengland.org/how-we-can-help/our-funds/return-play-small-grants
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information welcome.  With the majority of overseas exercises cancelled it is 

anticipated that SPTA will have a busy training period commencing April-late Sept. 

Hunt protestors are increasing activity across SPTA targeting local hunts, A number 

of arrests and heavy fines (£1,200) have been issued for Hare Coursing and cars 

seized due to no insurance and drink/drug driving, lastly the SPTA Facebook is up 

and running and encouragement for all to join and use; go to Facebook Salisbury 

Plain Training Area. 

2. Online firing times https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/Salisbury-plain-

training-area-spta-firing-times 

3.  

8. Governance & Procedures  

1. COVID-19 updates; Clerk had attended Wiltshire Briefing on 15/01/2021just prior 
to vaccination programme being rolled out, anyone who is struggling with 
transport to vaccination centre can contact Wiltshire WellBeing Hub 0300 003 
4576 Email: wellbeinghub@wiltshire.gov.uk. As of 8th Feb 2pm 15,020 COVID-19 
cases and 704 in the last 7 days, fallen from last week but still a long way to go and 
encouragement for all to stay safe and adhere to the rules. 

2. Current legislation for Virtual Parish Meetings ends on 6th May 2021 so draft 
guidance has been issued on how to conduct safe meetings; various requirements 
for the Village Hall to register for Track and Trace and procedures (social 
distancing, staggered in and out, no sharing papers, registering attendees etc.) 
Action: Clerk will monitor to see if the legislation is changed and/or formal 
guidance issued.  

3. Census 2021 IS TAKING PLACE 21st March 2021 – all will receive their log in codes 
in the post & everyone encouraged to take part. Action: Clerk to supply poster for 
Notice Board and Website. 

4. 6th May Election Polling Day, (currently due to be held at the Village Hall) but 
EVERYONE encouraged to register for postal vote.  29th March (no later than) for 
publication of the Notice of Election, 8th April all Councillors wishing to stand 
MUST submit their nomination forms to Wiltshire Council.  Nominations must be 
proposed and seconded by a qualifying Parishioner in their parish. If Cllr wants to 
withdraw must also submit completed form by this date.  9th April Wiltshire 
Council will publish statement of Persons nominated if number is 7 or less then all 
deemed elected without contest.  27th April publication of Notice of Poll (if 
number of candidates exceed number of Councillor Posts for vote on 6th May 
2021. All Parishioners (over 18yrs, UK Citizen, commonwealth, Republic of Ireland 
or EU living or working in the Parish for the last 12 months or lives within 3 miles 
of the Parish and on electoral role) can stand.  We encourage all to consider 
standing, a nomination pack DIRECT from Wiltshire Council available around mid-
March (will update at next Parish Meeting). 

 

 

Clerk 

 

Clerk 

Clerk 

 

9 Projects/Activities  

(i) Information Board Proposal update; Cllr LB has received 1 quote and will chase 

for the remaining 2 to be determined at next meeting (will circulate to Cllrs 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/Salisbury-plain-training-area-spta-firing-times
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/Salisbury-plain-training-area-spta-firing-times
mailto:wellbeinghub@wiltshire.gov.uk
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once received). Action: Clerk to diary for next meeting 

(ii) Allotments; Cllr RL has received letter and Heads of Terms for the new 10yr 

Allotment lease (existing expired end of January) from the MOD.  Cost £285 per 

yr. (increase of £35) with clause to review in 12 months and then every 3 years. 

At present with new allotment holders acquired by Chair the allotments still 

require a subsidy by the PC of £100 per yr.  It was proposed to renew the lease 

with the idea to review about the potential purchasing before the expiry of 12 

months. Action: Cllr RL to renew lease with counter signature by Chair.  

(iii) Bench outside Village Hall; Cllr LB has been asked by some parishioners to paint 

the white doves on the bench grey or black as they did not like the bright white 

colour.  Painting could forfeit the insurance and warranty and Cllrs were also 

unsure what was wrong with the white doves representing peace and 

tranquillity and accepted by the majority of Parishioners. Resolved: No action 

Cllr LB 

 

 

 

Cllr 

RL/Chair 

 

 

 

10 Finance Update  

(i) Cheques to be signed; Cllr RL reported couple of income cheques received for 

new allotment holders. Following cheques to be agreed for signing (post the 

meeting); Ch. No. 684 D Newland Grass Cutting Playing Field £1000, Ch. No. 685 

Landmarc Support Services £40 bus shelter land rental, Ch. No. 686 Clerk 

Expenses (Zoom) £14.39, Ch. No. 687 £285 Landmarc Support Services for the 

agreed allotment renewal, Ch. No. 688 Salisbury Plain Benefice grass cut church 

yard £650, Ch. No. 689 Village Hall £200 contribution towards heating, water 

rates to maintain fabric of building during lockdown and closure. Agreed. 

Action; Cllr RL to issue cheques for signing 

(ii) Budget; all financially on track, reserves in place for supporting Area Board 

grant bids. 

 

 

11 Highways Update 

(1) Berry Road (see 5.) 

(2) Cllr AH updated speedwatch is unfortunately suspended due to COVID-19. 

(3) SID (Speed Indicator Device) for traffic controls.  Cllr AH had previously circulated 

3 quotes for SID’s following extensive research and liaison with Shrewton PC (who 

operate one) and manufacturers.  He took Cllrs through the summary document 

with costs; Option 1 seemed the best proposal; Shrewton use this, it could be used 

in multiple locations, signs can be time programmed at specific times for School 

children alerts as well as Slow Down/Thank You. Preliminary scoping work had been 

carried out by Cllr AH for the potential of a 50% application to Area Board. 

Proposed by Cllr GM to go ahead and put in grant application to purchase the SID 

and poles/erection costs etc., seconded Cllr AH and unanimously agreed.  Action: 

Cllr AH to work out costs for Application process, for 16th March Area Board 

meeting, working with Cllr RL for matching money available from reserves with 

the idea for fundraising to backfill the £1300 estimate required (potential for fund 

raising if the Imber open day takes place 21st August 2021 and we are able to run 

our café/exhibition/car parking.  Cllr AH to attend next on-line training session 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllrs AH/RL 
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run by Wiltshire Council for operation of SIDs.  

12 Environment Update 

Clerk reported a thank you had been received from Wiltshire Council for the letter of 

support supplied for the Application for funding by Wiltshire Council to the 

Environment Agency for flood ground water monitoring. 

 

13 School update 

Cllr GM has been in touch with the School and the Headmistress Lisa Meredith had 

provided an update on the situation saying the school remains open to critical workers 

and vulnerable children, throughout lockdown the continuation of high quality work to 

children learning at home as well as those in school continues.  36% currently of 

children are attending regularly. They are concentrating on ensuring all children have a 

positive experience as possible in these difficult times to support mental wellbeing and 

they have continued to offer individualised learning and support to all pupils.  Whilst 

she welcomed the poster idea from the Parish now was not the time to pursue this.  

She wanted to acknowledge how hard staff have been working to support the children 

so effectively and also to parents, many of whom are juggling their own work whilst 

helping their children. 

 

 

 

 

14 Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be on 9th March  2021 7pm  

 

 

The meeting closed at 8.46 pm.   Signed as approved:                                  
Chairman                       Dated:                                                                       2021 


