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Tilshead Parish Council Meeting  

Tuesday 18
th

 May 2021 7.00 p.m. 

Minutes 
Present:  Cllr. Deborah Potter (Chairman) (DP), Cllr. Pauline Colin-Peaty (Vice-Chairman) (PCP), Cllr Robert 
Leachman (RL) (Finance Officer) Cllr G C Gillian (part of the meeting only) and co-opted at the meeting Cllr 
Vicki Harris (VH). In attendance; the Clerk, Wiltshire Councillor Kevin Daley and 3 Parishioners (1 part of the 
meeting). The meeting started at 7.00pm.  

1 Elections for the New Council  
There was one nomination for the position of Chairman Cllr Deborah Potter, proposed 
by Cllr RL, seconded by Cllr PCP, unanimous support. 
The Clerk congratulated Debbie and she signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
for the post of Chairman. 
There was one nomination for the position of Vice-Chairman Cllr Pauline Colin-Peaty, 
proposed by Cllr DP, seconded by Cllr RL, unanimous support.   The Clerk congratulated 
Pauline and she signed the Declaration of Acceptance of office for the post of Vice-
Chairman. 
There was one nomination for the position of Financial officer Cllr Robert Leachman, 
proposed by Cllr DP, seconded by Cllr PCP, unanimous support.  The Clerk 
congratulated Robert and he signed the Declaration of Acceptance of office for the 
post of Financial Officer. 

 

2 Absence apologies and Declaration of interests   Members are bound by the provisions of the Code 

of Conduct and are required to declare either personal or prejudicial interests; Apologies: Cllr Gilly C Gillian for part 
of the meeting. 

 

3 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 7th April 2021. The minutes were agreed by all 
Councillors and signed on behalf of the Council by the Chair as a true record.   

 
4 Adjournment for Open Meeting;  

One Parishioner wanted to pass on her thanks to all Councillors who are standing again  

through the election process (now completed) for continuing to support the Parish, 

stating that there had been a Parish Council for many years and how important it was 

to continue to have local representation.  She hoped that others will come forward to 

fill the vacant slots to get the Parish Council with full representation. 

 

5 Planning Applications 
 None 

 

6 Update from Wiltshire Councillor Kevin Daley 
Kevin was congratulated for continuing to be our Councillor.  He stated that the last 
week had been one of inductions for Wiltshire Councillors.  He now has the portfolio 
for Transport (not totally sure of the responsibilities yet but it comes within Transport, 
Waste, Flooding and StreetScene), but likely he will be very involved in the proposals 
for Stonehenge road relief.   As before he is available to support Tilshead Parish and 
looks forward to continue working with us. 
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7 Correspondence 
(1) Clerk reported the thank letter to the Parish Council received from Cllr George 

Murray on his retirement from the PC. 
(2) Request for the purchase of a tree for the memorial for the Late HRH Duke of 

Edinburgh.  In the discussion it was noted that the current cherry tree on the 
village green outside the Hall would only last for another couple of years.  It was 
proposed to purchase a replacement sapling to be planted nearby to replace the 
existing tree in the years to come.  It was noted that it is the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee next year (70 years on the throne) and so a combined celebration with the 
tree would be nice with an appropriate plaque.  Cllr RL had spoken to Frank Jones 
who has suggested a “Beni-yutaka” it has a large semi-double scented flowers 
which open white and fade to pink height 5 metres and 3 metres wide (when 
mature).  He has also offered some funding from his recent plant sale.  Action: Cllr 
RL to follow up with Frank Jones to review size of tree to purchase, exact location 
(Village Green) and to consider later plaque required and dedication service. 

 

 

 

 

Cllr RL 

8 Governance & Procedures  

(i) New Council and requirement to co-opt additional Parish Councillors to fill the 
vacancy spots; Vicki Harris expressed an interest to serve as a Parish Councillor 
with direct knowledge through her work of Wiltshire Council and representing 
the younger residents of the Parish she was immediately nominated, seconded 
and formally co-opted onto the Parish Council.  Action: Clerk to help induct 
Vicki with the procedures and support the Register of Interest requirement. 
It was noted that there are still vacant 2 spaces for Parish Councillors 

(ii) Register of Interest completion requirement; as it was officially a new Council, 
the Clerk explained that all Councillors needed to review their Register of 
Interest and update as necessary. Clerk to assist this process.  For the interest of 
parishioners this can be found at 
https://services.wiltshire.gov.uk/TownAndParish/ROI/Council/825 

(iii) Specialist Areas for Councillors; with the new Council and a new Councillor it is 
opportune to review Parish Councillor responsibilities.  The Clerk ran through 
the list of duties Councillors have already volunteered to cover and with the 
change in Councillor numbers there is now a need to re-allocate some of these 
responsibilities.  Cllr VH volunteered to be the School Liaison link and the link to 
the Newsletter.  It was decided that Councillors will rotate attendance at the 
Area Board and the Chair will continue to represent us on the CATG 
(Community Area Transport Group).  Other duties will be reviewed once further 
Parish Councillors are co-opted. Action: Clerk to distribute current 
responsibility list and once agreed to be posted on the website and Notice 
Board. 

(iv) Annual Meeting of the Parish; this has had to be postponed due to COVID last 
year and would have normally taken place in May, it was discussed that we will 
wait until 21st June to see if all Govt. restrictions are eased so that we can 
arrange a meeting under “normal” conditions.  Action: Clerk to diary for our 
next meeting. 

 

https://services.wiltshire.gov.uk/TownAndParish/ROI/Council/825


 

3 

 

9  Military and Police Updates 

1. Update on activity on Salisbury Plain; No update.  New link required to be 

established with the retirement of ex Cllr GM.  A reminder online firing times 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/Salisbury-plain-training-area-spta-

firing-times 

A reminder to Parishioners that if they experience any problems please notify 

immediately or any MOD plain issue to 24hr line 01980 674951 (MOD complaints 

line). 

Please report any fly tipping to Plain Watch 01980 674700.   

2. Amesbury Rural March Report; Clerk reported Wiltshire Police have set up a 

Wiltshire Dog Watch to help reassure dog owners across Wiltshire.  Although in 

Swindon and Wiltshire there have been no reports of dogs physically stolen there 

have been a handful of reports of attempted dog thefts which the police are 

investigating.  To sign up go to https://www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk. There were no 

reports of theft, criminal damage, vehicle offences or burglary in Tilshead in April.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 Projects/Activities  

(i) Information Board Proposal update; ex Cllr LB had kindly agreed to carry on with 

the Information Board project and brought to the meeting a mock up and details to 

help decide which tender to accept.  It was decided that the Board should be A1 and 

the aluminium composite material black coated double leg lectern.  There was a 

detailed discussion on the 3 artists quotes submitted against the specification sent 

out.  It was agreed to award the contact to Julie Weir Art (Devizes). Cllr GG has 

secured significant funding support from John Deere with acknowledgement of their 

sponsorship on the Information Board.  There may also be other local sponsors 

willing to support the project. Action: LB to thank and inform the artists, and 

arrange to meet with Julie Weir and Cllr GG with John Deere to discuss their 

sponsorship art work requirements. Cllr GG to lead the process now on behalf of 

the PC Louise Ballantine was thanked for all her hard work with this. 

(ii) CPRE Wiltshire and the Hills Best Kept Village competition; Cllr DP has submitted 

our application which has been acknowledged.  Cllr RL thanked Cllr DP for all her 

exceptional  work in tidying up the village .  Judging can be anytime from 17th May 

to 13th June 2021.  Action: Clerk was asked to write to the owner of the old Baptist 

Chapel to highlight its neglect although it has been asked to exclude this from the 

judging. Parishoners to be reminded to keep their gardens looking neat and tidy 

please. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr GG 

 

 

 

Clerk 

11 Finance Update  

(i) AGAR (Annual Governance and Accountability Return) 2020/21, Cllr RL (Finance 

Officer) ran through the audit requirements and confirmed Humphrie James our 

internal auditor had reviewed the accounts and is happy with our accounting 

practices.  Approved unanimously. The Statement was duly signed by the Chairman 

and Vice-chairman for a Parish below an income of £25k.  Income for 2020/21 was 

£9,409.77 and Expenditure £7,492.78.  Humphrie James was thanked for his help. 

(ii) Budget for 2021/22; Cllr RL stated that income was still outstanding from Allotment 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/Salisbury-plain-training-area-spta-firing-times
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/Salisbury-plain-training-area-spta-firing-times
https://www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk/
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rents and he has received the precept income of £7,425.  The Village Hall defibulator 

rubber surround had perished and had been repaired with special thanks to Judith 

Moore. The playing field Wicksteed Report had been carried out on 11th May 2021 

with only minor recommendations (following the extensive painting and 

improvement works carried out last summer).   

(iii) Cheques to be signed; Following cheques to be agreed for signing (post the 

meeting); Ch. No 694 Clerk Salary by standing order and Expenses £52.19 Ch. 

No.695 £139 WALC/NALC annual subscription, Ch. No. 696 Wicksted Playing Field 

Inspection £72 and Ch. No. 700 £542.26 Community First Insurance for Parish 

Council. Agreed. Action; Cllr RL to issue cheques for signing 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr RL 

12 Highways Update 

(1) SID (Speed Indicator Device) for traffic controls; Ex-Cllr Adam Harris had supplied 

lots of information to the Clerk regarding the SID (3 quotes, chosen specification, 

contact details for training and advice at Wiltshire Council), the question was now 

with Adam no longer a Councillor who was going to take on to manage the SID once 

purchased and operate it (after undertaking training).  It was agreed to put in the 

next newsletter to see if any volunteers could be found to take this forward for the 

Parish Council. Action: Clerk to write text for the newsletter. 

(2) SpeedWatch Update; Speed watch has restarted in the last few weeks after 

another break due to COVID restrictions. A number of sessions took place between 

2-15th may.  There will be a report in the village newsletter regarding outcomes of 

these sessions. 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

13 Environment Update 

1. A parishioner had raised to the Chair about inappropriate parking on the green 

verge by the High Street, the layby (reserved for service vehicles is being used 

for parking by local residents at Chapter Rise and Flood Cottages) but there is 

not enough room to accommodate all residents parking requirements hence 

there is spillage onto the grass verge.  The Chair has checked with Wiltshire 

Highways (Andy Cole) who advises that no one should park on a green verge 

due to damage and blockage for maintenance work.  Remedial options are to 

place posts to stop parking (permission required by StreetScene at Wiltshire 

Council).   Action: It was agreed that in the first instance the Clerk should write 

a letter to be circulated to all residents concerned advising them not to park 

on the grass verges before consideration of investment into posts. 

2. It had been noted that the bench on the Village Green adjacent to the Village 

Hall was suffering from pigeon/bird excrement and a proposal was put forward 

to move the bench closer to the pavement now that the telephone box had 

been removed.  An added advantage would be the clear space for the provision 

of a marque in the future.  The costs were £218 plus £68 materials to create 

new footings and concrete slabs.  Motion proposed by Cllr DP, seconded PCP, 

unanimous approval.  Action: Cllr RL to organise the works. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr RL 
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14 School update 

Cllr VH has now agreed to be the new school liaison link for the PC with the School. 

 

 

15 Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 22nd June 2021 (to hopefully be beyond the 

COVID-19 restrictions) then revert to Tuesday 13th July and 14th September 2021. 

 

 
The meeting closed at 8.45 pm.   Signed as approved:                                
 
Chairman                       Dated:                                                                       2021 


