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BLEWDEN Frank Smith

Private, 5" Bn. The Wiltshire Regiment (Duke of Edinburgh’s)
Died of wounds in Mesopotamia: 26™ April 1916, aged 39

Buried: Amara War Cemetery, Iraq

Memorial: Shrewton

Martha married in Southampton in 1879 after Martha was 21 and allowed to without parental
permission. They returned to Shrewton and Frank and his brother Fred were b i

Shrewton, followed in 1908 by a second daughter Vera. Tragically, Fa i s later. By
1911, Frank’s two children lived with their grandparents, Frank and Martha

barges up the River Tigris and moved into the line agai
the 13" Division attempt to break through and relieve th
Baghdad.

in April the battalion was part of
at was besieged in Kut, south of

Their battle began on 5" April with initi e advance continued the next day but was

A further attempt to reach Kut was made a few later, on the opposite bank of the Tigris and the Sth
Battalion incurred a further 65 ca i heavy counter attack. Kut was not relieved and the
garrison was eventually forced to ¢ i ank was probably one of the casualties. He would have been
evacuated to a hospital at Amara. [
British Cemetery. The ce
climate improves, major r

Frank’s daughter,
still lives in Sheewton as th

Amara War Cemetery, Iraq



