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Tilshead Parish Council Virtual Meeting  

Wednesday 7
th

 April 2021 7.00 p.m. 

Minutes 
In accordance with the Local Government Act (LGA) 1972, Sch 12 paras 10 (2) (b) as amended by The Local Authorities 
(Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority Meetings) (England) Regulations 2020 into force to allow local authorities 
to conduct meetings remotely. 

Present via Zoom:  Cllr. Deborah Potter (Chairman) (DP), Cllr. Pauline Colin-Peaty (Vice-Chairman) (PCP), Cllr 
George Murray (GM), Cllr Louise Ballantine (LB), Cllr Robert Leachman (RL) (Finance Officer) and Cllr G C 
Gillian. In attendance; the Clerk and Wiltshire Councillor Kevin Daley.  The meeting started at 7.00pm.  

1 Absence apologies and Declaration of interests   Members are bound by the provisions of the Code 

of Conduct and are required to declare either personal or prejudicial interests; Apologies: Cllr Adam Harris (AH). 
 

2 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 9th March 2021. The minutes were agreed by 
all Councillors and signed on behalf of the Council by the Clerk as a true record.   

 
3. Adjournment for Open Meeting;  

No Parishioners Present  
 

4. Planning Applications 
 None 

 

5. Update from Wiltshire Councillor Kevin Daley 
Cllr KD gave a short  information update answering an earlier question put to him by 
the Parish Council (as election process is underway); he confirmed St-Thomas- a-
Beckett School in Tilshead is a church of England aided school with excellent viability 
designated a small rural school providing a good viability balance against budget 
requirements.  There are no set “minimum” numbers for pupils; each school is viewed 
on its educational balance against budget requirements. This was in answer to a 
question about small rural school funding and minimum pupil numbers. 

 

 

 

6. Correspondence 
(1) Wiltshire Search and Rescue had written to the Parish Council updating on their 

working during the last year and COVID-19 responses and requesting if able a 
donation. Whilst the work of the organisation was highly respected and praised it 
was felt more appropriate for individual parishioners to donate to such 
organisations rather than use limited Parish Funds. 

(2) CPRE Wiltshire and the Hills Best Kept Village Competition; the sub-group formed 
to complete the application form and map required to enter the competition will 
be giving this priority now Easter has finished.  Tidying work has been carried out 
at the Allotments and Cllr DP was thanked for all her hard work there.  The Sub-
group; Cllr DP (lead), Cllr LB, Cllr RL (Cllr GM will help on the ground with mowing 
etc.) will now start on the Application Form. Clerk to re-send papers.  Forms must 
be emailed (or post) by 26th April 2021.  Hoping all in Tilshead will support the 
initiative please, judging will take place between 17th May and 13th June 2021 

 

 

 

Cllrs DP, 

PCP & RL 
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7.  Military and Police Updates 

1. Update on activity on Salisbury Plain; Cllr GM had liaised with Lt. Col. Cammack (Lt 

CC); he emphasised again that activity is back to normal training and want to re-

assure Parishioners that they are not doing anything different (it may well be a 

perception as it’s been very quiet over the last year due to reduced activity with 

COVID-19 and redeployments). 

2. A reminder online firing times 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/Salisbury-plain-training-area-spta-

firing-times 

A reminder to Parishioners that if they experience any problems please notify 

immediately or any MOD plain issue to 24hr line 01980 674951 (MOD complaints line). 

It was also noted that illegal fly tipping by the Water Tower Car Park is being cleared 

quickly by Plain Watch.  Please report any fly tipping to Plain Watch 01980 674700.  It 

was also noted that illegal parking was also being dealt with by Plain Watch and 

residents are reminded only to park in the designated car parking areas and respect red 

flags and warning notices. 

2. Amesbury Rural March Report; Clerk reported that our local Police are supporting a 

national anti-knife crime campaign focused on taking knifes off the streets, there is a 

drop off spot in Amesbury High Street on Monday 26th April 2021 12.30-2pm any 

questions on knife crime please come along to speak to the Police.  There was one 

drug driving arrest in Tilshead during March. Posters have been supplied 

emphasising home security and Garage/Shed security – it was agreed that Posters 

would be put up on the community notice board (Cllr GM). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr GM 

 

8. Governance & Procedures  

1. COVID-19 updates; Clerk confirmed there is a legal challenge about holding Virtual 
Meetings for Parish Councils but the legal position at present stops Virtual Parish 
Council Meetings from 6th May 2021.  At present under national guidelines indoor 
meetings cannot take place until 17th May 2021 and these are subject to COVID-19 
rules (for example if using the Village Hall it must be COVID-19 secure and 50% 
capacity only plus other requirements).  Derrick Potter was sincerely thanked for 
carrying out works with the provision of new paving slabs to ensure the ease of use 
of the second access for the Village Hall (to comply with a separate in and out of 
the Hall for COVID-19 requirements) Action: Clerk has recommended therefore to 
comply with current legal requirements our next meeting will be Physical, held at 
the Village Hall on Tuesday 18th May at 7pm.   

2. May Election Process; final reminder to anyone who wants to stand as Parish 
Councillor that nomination forms  need to be hand delivered next day April 8th by 
4pm. It was noted that one Cllr attending the meeting had not yet submitted their 
nomination forms.  The Clerk will be informed Friday 9th April the number of 
nominations received for Tilshead Parish and if beyond 7 then an election will take 
place on the May 6th otherwise all Councillors with correct nominations forms will 
be deemed elected.  It was noted by Cllr RL that the Village Hall will be used for the 

 

 

 

Clerk 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/Salisbury-plain-training-area-spta-firing-times
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/Salisbury-plain-training-area-spta-firing-times
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election on May 6th (Police commissioner and Wiltshire Councillor elections even if 
no Parish Council election). 

3. Cllrs George Murray and Louise Ballantine are retiring as Parish Councillors; The 
Chair Cllr DP gave a vote of thanks to both Councillors for all their hard work and 
support given to the Parish Council and to Tilshead Village, echoed by attendees 
plus the Clerk.  Both Cllrs have offered to continue to help the Parish Council on a 
more informal level.  It was hoped that if we do not have 7 or more nominations 
for Councillors then we could identify Parishioners to fill the gaps being left for co-
option. 

9 Projects/Activities  

(i) Information Board Proposal update; Cllr LB had sent additional links to 

information on past work by the tenderers but it was still undecided which 

medium to hold the information board will be the most appropriate.  With one 

Cllr absent and the likelihood of a physical meeting in May, it was agreed to 

postpone the decision until the next meeting so that the ideas can be printed 

off and physically seen.  Progress had, however been made on seeking funding 

sponsorship towards the Information Board and it was again proposed that 

costs together with  potential income funding will be presented at the May 

meeting.  Cllr LB has agreed to attend the May meeting to enable this to be 

followed through to commissioning stage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 Finance Update  

(i) Cheques to be signed; Following cheques to be agreed for signing (post the 

meeting); Ch. No 692 £36 CPRE annual subscription and Ch. No.692 £14.39 

Clerk for Zoom costs; Agreed. Action; Cllr RL to issue cheques for signing 

(ii) Budget 20/21 completion; Cllr RL ran through the expenditure for the year. 

Expenditure amounted to £7,492.78 reduced from 2019/20 when expenditure 

was £10,108.09.  The difference is partly due to the renewal for the allotment 

lease not yet signed or paid and no capital expenditure this year (benches were 

purchased in 19/20) this year it was intended to purchase the information 

board but not yet commissioned.  Income for 20/21 £9,409.77 includes a recent 

Area Board grant of £1349.32 contribution towards the SID (Speed Indicator 

Device). Income for 19/20 was £10,633.24 included donations for the bench 

purchases.  The Closing balance for the Parish Council has a final year bank 

statement of £8,460.39. Figures were accepted by the Councillors in 

attendance and Cllr RL was thanked for his work as Finance Officer who would 

now prepare the figures for the Annual AGAR process (Annual governance 

process) with the deadline 30th June 2021. 

 

 

Cllr RL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr RL 

11 Highways Update 

(1) SID (Speed Indicator Device) for traffic controls; In Cllr AH absence Cllr RL had 

reported the successful receipt for the Area Board Grant for the SID which 

represents 50% of the costs for its purchase and erection.  It was noted that the 
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provisional date for the Imber Bus Day is 21st August and it was hoped that the PC 

could run its open café/exhibition again with funds split for the SID and 

Interpretation Board (if required) to back fill Parish funds used to purchase and 

match fund these items.   

(2) Due to election process, dates not yet set for next CATG meeting.  It was agreed 

that Cllr DP will apply for funding consideration for a footpath/lighting from 

Tilshead House to Brades Acre Caravan/Camping site. 

 

 

 

Cllr DP 

12 School update 

Cllr GM no issues/update to report, school is now on Easter break.  It was noted that 

the School Banner had been re-sited and was much improved visually as you enter 

Tilshead from Shrewton. 

 

 

13 Environment Update 

Cllr LB raised issue of Goddards Lane, surface has recovered with the better weather 

but she had noted some use by cars along the route.  It was also noted that the lane to 

the allotments has also dried out (by Black Horse Lane) but could benefit from some 

use of old road plannings (in store with James Kyte) and Cllr DP will liaise with Wiltshire 

Highways to get permission to undertake this. 

 

14 Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 18th May 2021 7pm at the Village Hall and will be 

the first meeting of the new Parish Council with the election of Chair, Vice-Chair and 

Finance Officer followed by a Parish Council meeting. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.30 pm.   Signed as approved:                                
Chairman                       Dated:       18/05/2021                                                            


